Chapter 3 Reading Guide.  Start page 68.  Questions are in order.

1.  In the early 1900s, archaeologists digging in the ______________________ _________________ valley of _______________________ made some startling discoveries.  They unearthed ______________, small clay ________________, __________________________ and other artifacts dissimilar in style to any they had seen. The archaeologists realized they had discovered a civilization that flourished ______________ years earlier.  It had been __________________ to the world.

In your own words, what does the word “flourish” mean?

2. The ________________ valley is located in the region known as __________________ __________ or the ______________ ____________________________.  

What is a subcontinent?

3.  The Indian Subcontinent is a huge __________________.  It extends into what body of water? 

The Indian Subcontinent includes ______________ of the world’s 10 most ____________________ countries.  What are they?

What island is included on the Indian Subcontinent?

What mountain nations?

4.  Name 2 mountain rages that lie on the northern border of the Indian Subcontinent. 

5.  How did the mountains affect India?

6.  Were the mountains a complete barrier to all people?

What allowed the Hindu Kush to serve as a gateway?

7.  What are the three major zones of the Indian Subcontinent?

8.  Describe the location and geography of the Gangetic Plain.  (be sure to mention all 3 rivers)

9.  What is the Deccan?  What is that?

Why can’t you farm on parts of the Deccan?

10.  What low mountain ranges separate the Deccan from the coastal plains?

11.  Name three ways people in the coastal plains made a living.

12.  What are the monsoons?

13.  Describe the way the monsoons behave according to the time of year, and what are the results?

14.  The monsoons have shaped _________________ life.  Every year people welcome the ______________ that are needed to ____________________ the __________________.  If the rains are late, _____________________ and ________________________ may occur.  However, if the rains are too ____________________, rushing __________________ will unleash _____________________ ______________________.

15.  About __________________ bc, the earliest South Asian civilization emerged in the Indus River valley in present-day ______________________.  The Indus civilization flourished for about __________ years.  However, only since the ______________ have its once ___________________________ cities emerged beneath the archaeologists’ __________________ and _____________________.

16.  Name 5 things archaeologists have not found about the Indus sites.  

17.  Why do we not have the 5 things in #16?

18.  (look at the biography on the left of the page)  Much of what we know about the Indus civilization comes from the work of _______________________ _________________.  

19.  Archaeologists’ investigations have revealed the presence of how many large cities were prominent in the Indus Valley?

20.  What cities are considered twin capitals of the Indus civilization?

Describe the cities.

21.  a notable feature of _______________________-_____________ is how carefully ___________________ they were.  It was laid out in an ______________________ pattern with long, wide main __________________ and large __________________________ _______________.  Most of its houses were built with ______________ ______________ ______________ of a ___________________ size.  In addition, Indus houses had complex _____________________ systems with _________________,_____________________, and _________________ _________________ that led into _________________ beneath the _____________________.  

22.  Indus merchants used a _____________________ system of ___________________ and ________________.  Such evidence causes archaeologists to conclude that Indus cities had what?

23.  Like most early civilizations, how did most Indus people make a living?  What did they grow?  What were they the first to do?

24.  What 5 things did Indus traders carry to distant lands?

25.  How did Indus vessels reach the cities of Sumer?

26.  Why is it unlikely that Indus writing was not based on cuneiform?

27.  Describe the supposed religion of the Indus valley.  What was it like, what was the main goddess, what did they think of certain animals, what were the animals?

28.  What is veneration?

29.  What 4 things show that by 1900 bc, the quality of life in the Indus Valley was declining.

30. What are 4 theories as to why the Indus civilization declined?

31.  What ruins are shown in the picture on page 71?

32.  The __________________ were one of many groups of speakers of ___________-__________________ languages  who migrated across __________________ and _______________.  

33.  What are the “Vedas?”

The Vedas teach us about the lives of what group?

34.  As time passed, the Aryans _____________________ with the people they conquered.  Gradually, they gave up their ____________________ ways and learned ___________________ and other new crafts. 

35.  Aryan tribes were led by chiefs who were called __________________, who were the most skilled ______________ leaders and was ___________________ to his position by an assembly of _____________________.

36.  The Aryans divided their society into ranked groups based on ______________________.  The highest group was made up of the _____________________, or __________________.  Next came the _______________________, or warriors.  The third group, the _________________, included ________________, _____________________, ________________________, and ________________________.  The Aryans separated people who had little or no Aryan heritage into a fourth group, the _________________, which included ________________________, _________________, and other _____________________ who occupied the ________________ levels  of society.

37.  The Aryans were ____________________________, and worshiped gods and goddesses who embodied __________________ forces, such as what?

38.  Who was the chief Aryan god?  What was he the god of?  What was his main weapon?  What 2 purposes did it serve?

39.  Describe the role and actions of the Brahmins.  What did they believe they could do?

40.  What was a Brahman?

41.  What are mystics?

42.  Define “acculturation:”

43.  What is “Sanskrit?”

44.  What is the storyline of the Mahabharata?

45.  What is the storyline of the Ramayana?

46.  Thousands of years ago, two major religions- _______________________ and ______________________- emerged in ancient India.  Unlike most major religions, __________________ has no founder and no single sacred ______________.  Instead it grew out of the overlapping beliefs of the diverse groups who settled ______________.  

47.  As a result, Hinduism became one of the world’s most ___________________ religions with countless _____________ and ______________________ and many forms of __________________ existing side by side.  

48.  Write the ancient proverb that reflects the Hindu belief.  

49.  What are the most important Hindu gods?

50.  To Hindus, every person has an essential self, or _______________.  The main goal of ______________________ is achieving _______________________, or union with _______________.  Most people cannot achieve ___________________ in one lifetime, but Hindus believe in ____________________________, or the rebirth of the soul in another form.  In each existence, a person can come closer to achieving moksha by obeying the laws of __________________.  People who live ___________________________ earn good karma and are reborn at a ______________ level.  Those who do evil acquire bad karma and are reborn into ____________________.  In Indian art, this cycle of _______________ and ______________________ is symbolized by the image of the ____________________.

51.  To escape the wheel of fate, Hinduism stresses the importance of ______________________, the _________________ and __________________ duties of an individual.  Another key principle of Hinduism is ____________________, or ______________________.

52.  What are castes?

53.  To Hindus, people in different castes were different ____________________ of beings.  A high-caste ___________________ was __________________ and closer to _________________ than someone from a ___________________ caste. 

54.  A web of complex caste rules governed every ____________________ of life, for example where people __________________, what they ___________, how they ___________________ and how they earned a __________________.  Rules forbade ___________________ outside  one’s caste, or __________________ with members of another caste.  

55.  What jobs do “untouchables” do?

56.  Over time, many additional castes and ____________________ developed.  As people migrated into the subcontinent, they formed _____________ ______________.  Other castes grew out of _____________________ and _____________________.  By modern times, there were ______________________ of major castes.

57.  In the foothills of the ______________________, a reformer appeared named ___________________  _________________.  His teachings spread across Asia to become the beliefs of ______________________.

58.  Gautama was born a __________________ about 563 bc.  At age __________, Gautama became aware of ___________ _____________________.  What did he set out to discover?

59.  When Gautama arose, he believed he understood the cause of  and cure for ____________________ and _______________.  He was no longer Gautama.  He had become the _________________, or “_____________________ ____________.”

60.  What are the Four Noble Truths of Buddhism?

61.  What is the “Eightfold Path?”

62.  For the Buddhist, the final goal is ___________________.  What is that?

63.  What do Buddhism and Hinduism have in common?

How do Buddhism and Hinduism differ?

64.  Legend holds that at age ________ the Buddha ate _________________ ____________.  As he lay dying, what did he tell his disciples?

65.  After the Buddha’s death, his followers collected his teachings into the ______________________, or ______________ ___________________ _________ ____________________.

66.  ____________________________ and traders spread Buddhism across ____________ to many parts of ______________.    Although Buddhism too firm root across ______________, it slowly declined in _______________.  A few Buddhist centers survived until the _____________ when they fell to ___________ armies that invaded ________________.
