yakka

Work, strenuous labour. Also used as a verb meaning ‘to work’. The word is used especially in the phrase hard yakka. It comes from yaga meaning ‘work’ in the Yagara indigenous language of the Brisbane region. Yakka found its way into nineteenth-century Australian pidgin, and then passed into Australian English. First recorded 1847.   a bit more choke and you would have started
misc:- a statement said to somebody who has just passed wind in public rather loudly.
  a few Kangaroos loose in the top paddock
adjective:- someone who is mentally 'not quite there, also picnic short of a sandwich , lights are on but nobody is home, etc.

  A over T
verb:- to fall over, from "arse over tits".

  abattoir
noun:- a place where animals are slaughtered and prepared for sale

  abso-bloody-lutely
misc:- absolutely and beyond any doubt.

  acid
noun:- the good word, the truth, the good acid.

  act, putting on an
verb:- pretending to be sick or distressed to gain sympathy. Sometimes said as bunging on an act.

  Adam's ale 
noun:- Water 

  aerial ping pong
noun:- Australian Rules Football, description usually used derogatorily by Rugby Fans.

  after dark
noun:- shark  agro
adjective:- (also aggro), the state of being angry and aggressive over a situation. Also the name of a well known puppet on a children's program.
  air hostess
noun:- Female airline employee who is employed to look after passengers during flights. Now politically incorrect, the term "flight attendant" is used for both Male and Female employees. Other less flattering terms used are 'aerial waitress" and "lifejacket demonstrator"

  airy fairy
noun:- vague

  Akubra
noun:- Proprietary name for an Australian wide brimmed felt hat.

  Alice, the
noun:- Alice Springs, a town in the Northern Territory of Australia.

  alligator pear
noun:- avocado, so named for the alligator like skin of the fruit.

  amber fluid
noun:- beer 

  anchors
noun:- brakes of a vehicle, reins of a horse, or even one's own feet. Always used in the process of using the anchors to slow or stop down.

  ankle biter
noun:- small child, also called a rug rat

  any tic of the clock
misc:- very soon  ANZAC biscuit
noun:- a national biscuit of Australia, purportedly invented on the war fields of the First World War. The recipe can vary but the essential ingredients are rolled oats and golden syrup.
  ANZAC Day
noun:- ANZAC day in Australia, April 25th, the anniversary of the ANZAC landing at Gallipoli in 1915, is the national day of remembrance for Australian Soldiers, Sailors, and Airmen, killed in wars overseas. Recently members of "Enemy Armed Forces" also march with Australians in celebrations across the country and is seen as a measure of reconciliation. Click here for more information.

  Apple Eater
noun:- Resident of Tasmania. Also "Apple Islander".

  Apple Isle
noun:- Tasmania, an island state of Australia, so called for the huge apple industry on the island.

  apples, she'll be
misc:- everything will be okay or alright.

  argy bargy
noun:- argument, also adjectivally as argumentative

  aristotle, aris
misc:- a bottle 

  Armistice Day
noun:- the anniversary of 11 November 1918 when the Armistice to end World War I was signed at 11 AM. Formerly known as Remembrance Day.

  arse
noun:- Bum, Butt, Buttocks

  arse over tit
verb:- to fall over  arvo
noun:- afternoon
  Ashes, the
noun:- The name for the trophy in an ongoing series of Cricket Tests between Australia and England. The story goes that Australia won the first test and England burned the stumps in shame. The ashes were placed in a small urn which is now the trophy.

  avago
verb:- To attempt to do somethingA
  Aggro - Aggressive
  Agro - Australian icon, children's TV puppet, made from a bathmat!
  Akubra - Brand of hat
  Ammo - Ammunition
  Ankle-biter - Infant
  ANZAC - Australian & New Zealand Army Corps
  Arvo - Afternoon
  Auntie - The Australian Broadcasting Corporation or ABC (Channel 2)
  Aussie salute - Using hand to wave away annoying flies
B
  Back blocks- Outer suburbs, beyond the city
  Back of Bourke- Beyond remote outback town in northern New South Wales;
  Bail- Depart or leave
  Bananabender- Person from Queensland State (Queenslander)
  Barbie- Barbecue, the backyard barbie, an Australian institution!
  Barney- Argument,fight
  Barrack- Cheer loudly for your favourite footy team
  Bathers- Swimsuit
  Battler- Someone who struggles to get by, financially, against the odds
  Beanie- Woollen hat
  Betcha- I bet you!
  Big bikkies - Lots of money
  Big smoke - The city
  Bikie - Motorbike rider
  Bikkie - Biscuit
  Billabong - Waterhole
  Billy - Tin used to boil water for tea, in the bush
  Bities - Biting insects
  Bloke - Man,guy
  Blowie - Blowfly
  Bludger - Lazy person
  Blue - Argument, fight
  Blue Heeler - Term for an Australian Cattle Dog
  Boardies- Board shorts (for surfing)
  Bonza- Great!
  Boofhead- Idiot
  Bozo- Idiot
  Brekkie- Breakfast
  Brissie- Brisbane, Capital of Queensland (Also Brizzie
  Brumby- A wild horse
  Buckley's- No chance!
  Bunyip- Mythical Australian creature with a piercing cry
  Bush- Outside the city
  Bush Telegraph- 'Grapevine', word-of-mouth
  Bush tucker- Food gathered from nature, in the outback
  Bushwalking- Hiking in the bush
 

C
  Cabbie- Taxi driver
  Cherry Ripe- Chocolate-coated cherry bar
  Choof off- Leave, depart
  Chook- Chicken, term of affection, 'Chooky'
  Chrissie- Christmas
  Chuck- To throw, or be sick
  Chuck a spaz- Be angry (Also 'chuck a mental')
  Chuck a U-ie- Make a U-turn
  Cobber- Mate, friend
  Cockie- Cockroach or Cockatoo
  Compo- Worker's Compensation pay
  Cooee- A call used to find someone lost in the bush
  Cop out- Give up or in
  Couch Potato- Person who watches TV for long periods of time!
  Crash hot- Wonderful, the best
  Crim- Criminal
  Croc- Crocodile
  Crook- Ill, sick (or thief)
  Croweater- Person from South Australia
  Cuppa- Cup of tea
D
  Dag- Idiot, or unfashionable person, 'daggy'
  Daks- Men's trousers
  Damper- Bread made from flour and water on a campfire in the bush
  Dead horse- Sauce
  Deadbeat- Tired
  Dero- Homeless person, derilict, hobo
  Didgeridoo- Aboriginal musical instrument made from a hollowed log
  Digger- Australian soldier (usually WW1 vets)
  Dill- Idiot
  Dinkie-Di- Genuine, honest
  Dob in- Inform on someone (Dobber = Informant)
  Docs- Doctor Marten boots, popular in Australia especially amongst young people
  Down Under- Referring to Australia or the South Pacific region
  Drizabone- Brand of waterproof wax coat
  Drongo- Idiot
  Duck- No runs in cricket
  Dunny- Toilet, referring to the old outdoor unplumbed variety
 

E
 

  Earbash- Non-stop chatter
  Esky- Insulated cooler box
F
  Face Fungus- Moustache or beard
  Fair dinkum- Good, honest, truthful
  Fair go- Reasonable chance
  Fess up- Confess, own up
  Fleabag- Term for the family dog (non-pedigree)
  Floater- Meat pie served with mushy pea soup
  Freddo Frog- Small frog-shaped chocolate bar for children
  Freebie- Something that costs nothing
  Freshie- Freshwater crocodile
  Fruit loop- Idiot
 G
G'day- Greeting, hello! (good day to you!)
  Gabba- Queensland Cricket Ground at Woolloongabb
  Garbo- Garbageman, refuse collector, bin-man
  Goodonyermate!- Good for you, well done!
  Goog- Egg
  Greenie- Environmentalist
  Grog- Alcohol
  Grotty- Run-down, dirty
  Grouse- Very good, cool!
 

H
 

  Half your luck!- Congratulations!
  Holy-dooly- Expression of suprise (also Hooley Dooley)
  Hoo-roo- Goodbye
  Hostie- Air hostess, flight attendant
  Hotel- Pub, with or without accommodation
 

I
  Icypole- Frozen lolly
  Idiot box- Television
 

J
 

  Jackaroo- Cattle or Sheep Station-hand
  Jaffa- Orange-flavoured chocolate ball, with hard orange coating,
  Traditionally rolled down the cinema aisle!
  Jillaroo- Female Cattle or Sheep Station-hand
  Joe Blow- Mr. Average
  Joey- Baby Kangaroo
  Journo- Journalist
  Jumbuck- Young sheep
  Just joshin'- Just kidding
K
  Kark it- Die
  Kindie- Kindergarten
  Kiwi- A New Zealander
  Knock- Criticise
L
  Lamington- Small square of sponge cake covered in chocolate icing, and dessicated coconut
  Larrikin- Playful person
  Lay-by- Store system of paying for goods in instalments
  Lippie- Lipstick
  Lolly- Sweets, candy
  Lucky Country- Nickname for Australia
M
  Maccas- A well-known fast-food chain
  Mate- Friend, used instead of someone's name!
  Mozzie- Mosquito
  Muck-up day- Last day of High School, a day of pranks and mischief!
  Muso- Musician
N
Narky- Upset, moody
  Neato- Excellent
  Never Never- Remote outback place or term for hire purchase agreement
  No worries!- It's OK, everything's fine!
  Nong- Idiot
 

O
  Olds/Oldies- Parents
  On the nose- Smelly
  Onya- Good for you!
  Outback- Remote bush location
  Oz- Nickname for Australia
 

P
  Pav- Pavlova-Australian desert; a meringue base with fruit and cream topping
  Petrolhead- Car enthusiast
  Piker- Bore, party pooper: 'Pike out'-To leave the party early!
  Pollie- Politician
  Pommie- Term used to describe an English person
  Postie- Person who delivers mail
  Pozzie- Position, seat
  Prezzie- A present, gift
 

R
  Rabbit's ears- Indoor television aerial
  Rafferty's Rules- Having no rules
  Rego- Registration
  Rellies- Relatives
  Ridgy-didge- Genuine, honest
  Rip-snorter- An excellent thing
  Ripper- Great!
  Road-train- Long semi-trailer used to transport livestock over great distances
  Roo- Kangaroo
  Rugged up- Dressed in warm clothes
 

S
  Saltie- Saltwater Crocodile
  Salvo- Salvation Army worker
  Sandgroper- Person from West Australia State
  Sanger- Sandwich
  Schooner- Glass of beer, 425ml in NSW/ACT,NT & WA
  Scratchie- Instant lottery ticket
  Sheila- General slang term for an Aussie female
  Shoot through- Leave (especially husband walking out on wife)
  Shout- Round of beer/drinks
  Sickie- Paid day off work, usually not due to illness; "I'm gonna chucka sickie tomorra"
  Snag- Sausage
  Sook- Crybaby
  Spit the dummy- Uncontrollably upset
  Squiz- Have a look at
  Stickybeak-Nosey person
  Strife- Trouble
  Stubbies- Men's shorts or bottles of beer
  Sunnies- Sunglasses
 

T
  Tall poppy- Successful person in a particular field
  Thongs- Rubber sandals, flip-flops
  TimTam- Chocolate sandwich biscuit, coated in chocolate. YUM!
  Toey- Nervous
  Truckie- Truck driver
  True blue- Genuinely Australian
  Tucker- Food
  Twisties- Cheese-flavoured twist-shape crisps
  Two-up- Gambling game involving throwing two coins in the air from a holder
 

U
  Uggies- Ugg boots-sheepskin boots or slippers (UGly! 'daggy'!)(surf boots in Westcoast USA)
  Unit- Flat, condominium
  Unreal!- Excellent!
  Up yourself- Inflated ego
  Ute- Utility van with tray top, used by tradesmen
 

V
 

  Vegemite- Yeast spread; An acquired taste,
  Vegies- Vegetable
  Vinnie's- St. Vincent de Paul charity shop
  Violet Crumble- Chocolate-coated honeycomb bar
 

W
  Walkabout- Disappeared, gone on long walk
  Wharfie- Dock-worker
  Whinge- Complain (Usually of 'whingin' Poms'!)
  Within cooee- Close by, in hearing distance
  Wog- An illness, such as the flu
	Ankle biter
	Small Child

	Arvo
	Afternoon, "I'll be there this arvo."

	Agro
	Aggrivated, angry

	Away with the pixies
	Daydreaming

	Aussie (pronounced Ozzie)
	Australian

	Back of beyond
	Way away from civilisation

	Barrack
	Root for, cheer, "I barrack for the Magpies."

	Bathers
	Swim trunks

	Billabong
	Watering hole

	Billy
	A metal can to boil tea over a fire

	Biscuits
	Cookies

	Bitumen
	Asphalt road

	Bloke
	Man

	Blowies
	Blow flies

	Bum
	The part of you that sits on a chair, your bottom.

	Bush
	Land outside the city

	Bush telegraph
	The town gossip

	Car park
	Parking lot

	Chips
	French fries

	Chook
	Chicken

	Chrissie
	Christmas

	Cockie
	Farmer

	Cocky
	Cockatoo

	Cuppa
	Cup of tea or coffee

	Dag
	Amusingly uncoordinated, "he's such a dag"

	Daks
	Underpants

	Dinki-di
	Something good from Australia

	Dilly bag
	Small food bag or carry bag

	Digger
	Australian soldier

	Didgeridoo
	Aboriginal wind instrument

	Dob (in)
	Snitch (most Australians won't)

	Engaged (phone)
	busy, "the phone is engaged."

	Fair dinkum
	Someone or something genuine

	Fairy Floss
	Cotton candy

	Footy
	Australian Rules Football

	Fred Nerk
	Someone imaginary, "I suppose Fred Nerk did it?"

	G'day
	Australian for hello

	Good on ya
	Good job, good for you

	Great Australian wave
	Swatting flies away from your face

	Grog
	Alcohol

	Give way (traffic sign)
	Yield

	Happy as Larry
	Very happy

	Icy pole
	Popsicle

	jelly
	jell-o

	Joe Bloggs
	Mr average citizen, John Doe

	Journo
	Journalist

	Jumper
	Sweater

	Kit
	A pack with your belongings

	Lollies
	Candy

	Lift
	Elevator

	Mackers
	McDonald's

	Mate
	Friend

	Matilda
	Sleeping bag or roll

	Milk bar
	Convenience store

	Mozzie
	Mosquito

	Mum and dad
	Mother and father

	Nappy
	Diaper

	No worries
	No problem at all

	Nong
	Idiot, "you nong!"

	Ooroo
	Goodbye

	Oy!
	Hey!

	Oz
	Australia

	Panel beater
	Auto body shop

	Petrol
	Gasoline

	Prezzies
	Presents

	Push bike
	Bicycle

	Rellies
	Relatives

	Rubber
	Pencil eraser

	Sacked
	Fired from your job

	Scones (short O)
	Biscuits

	My shout
	I'll pay this time

	Singlet
	Undershirt or tank top

	Stickybeak
	Nosy person

	Snag
	Sausage

	Shonky
	A questionable deal 

	Swag
	Canvas bag for your belongings

	Ta
	Thanks

	Tea
	Dinner

	Tucker
	Food

	Tuckshop
	School cafeteria or snack shop

	Ute
	Utility vehicle, pickup truck

	Whinge
	Complain all the time, "what's he whinging about now?"

	Woop Woop
	A long way from civilisation

	Yobbo
	Redneck

	You Right?
	May I help you?  Do you need anything?


back to index
Y
  Yabbie- Crayfish
  Yakka- Hard work
  Yobbo- Loudmouth
  You beaut- Wonderful!
 
 

Z
 

  Zeds- Sleep; 'stack some Zzzz's'
	Strine (Australian) Glossary from A to Zed


	A
Act: Pretending to be something you're not. 
Aggro: Aggressive. 
Alf: Stupid person. 
Amber or Amber fluid: Beer. 
Apple Eater: Resident of Tasmania. 
Arvo: Afternoon. 
Aussie (pronounced 'Ozzie'): Australian. 
Avagoyermug: Traditional rallying call, often heard at cricket matches (contraction of 'Have a go, you mug!') 
Award wage: Minimum pay rate. 

B
Back of beyond: Far away in the outback. 
Back of Bourke: The middle of nowhere. 
Bag: Lady who is not particularly pleasant. 
Bail out: Leave. 
Bail up: Hold up, rob, earbash. 
Banana Bender: Resident of Queensland. 
Barbie (Barbecue): Like a cook out. Many people get together for a 'Barbie' in the warmer months. They are usually BYO (Bring your own) meat and drinks. 
Barney: Fight or scuffle. 
Barrack: To cheer on a team at a sporting event. 
Bastard: General form of address which can mean practically anything from highest praise ('a good bastard') to worst insult ('a rotten bastard'). When in doubt, don't use it. 
Bathers: Swimming costume (Victoria and South Australia). 
Battler: Hard trier, struggler. 
Beaut, beauty, bewdie: Very good. Excellent. 
Belt up!: Shut up! 
Berko: Angry. 
Bible basher: Minister, or any proselytising Christian. 
Bickie: Dollar. 
Big mobs: Large amount, heaps. 
Bikies: Motorcyclists. 
Billabong: Water hole in a dry riverbed, or more correctly an ox-bow bend cut off in the dry season by receding waters. 
Billy: Used for making tea in, usually over a campfire. The best billies are the old ones, which make better tea. 
Bitumen: Surfaced road. 
Black Stump: Out towards the horizon. A long way away. 
Block: Block has a few meanings but the more Aussie one is your head. 
Bloke: Person, usually a male. 
Bloody: All-purpose intensifying adjective. 
Blowies: Blow flies. 
Bludge: Not doing anything or getting things from others. 
Bludger: Lazy person. 
Blue: A fight. 
Bluey: A swag; or the nickname of someone with red hair. 
Bonzer: Great, ripper. 
Boomer: Very large; a particularly large male kangaroo. 
Boomerang: Curved flat wooden instrument used by Aborigines for hunting. If your boomerang returns, it means you MISSED! 
Booze: Alcohol, usually beer. 
Booze bus: Police van used for random breath testing for alcohol. 
Bottle shop: Liquor shop. 
Buckley's: No chance at all. 
Bug (Moreton Bay bug): Small crab. 
Bullamanka: Imaginary place even beyond back of Bourke, way beyond the black stump. 
Bull dust: Fine and sometimes deep dust on outback roads. And a polite version of bullshit. 
Bunyip: Mythical bush spirit, mainly associated with rivers, with an overtone of cuteness. 
Burl: Have a try, as in 'give it a burl'. 
Bush: Somewhere in the country or away from the city. Go bush means go back to the land. 
Bushbash: Force one's way through pathless bush. 
Bushranger: Outlaw, analogous to the outlaws of the American Wild West (some goodies, some baddies). 
Bush tucker: Native foods, usually in the outback. 
Butcher's: To look. Rhyming slang from 'butcher's hook'.
BYO: Bring Your Own (booze to a restaurant, meat to a barbecue, etc.) 

C
Caaarn!: Traditional rallying cry at football games (contraction of 'Come on!'). 
Camp oven: Large, cast-iron pot with a lid, for cooking on an open fire. 
Captain Cook: To have a look. 
Cask: Wine box. 
Chiko roll: Australian junk food. 
Chook: Chicken. 
Chuck: Chuck has a few meanings. It can mean to throw or to put in. 
Chuck a U-ey: Make a U-turn. 
Chunder: Vomit, drive the porcelain bus, kerbside quiche, pavement pizza, liquid laugh, rainbow sneeze, technicolour yawn. 
Cleanskin: Unbranded cattle. 
Clobber: Clothes; to hit. 
Cobber: Mate (archaic). 
Cocky: Small-scale farmer. 
Come good: Turn out all right. 
Compo: Compensation, such as workers' compensation. 
Conk: To hit someone (archaic). 
Cooee: Bush greeting. 
Coolabah: Type of box eucalyptus tree. 
Corroboree: Aboriginal meeting, with ceremonial dancing. Corroboree is also a ballet by Australian composer John Antill (1904-1986). 
Counter meal, countery: Pub meal. 
Cow: Also means anything that is difficult. 
Cow cocky: Small-scale cattle farmer. 
Cozzie: Swimming costume (New South Wales). 
Crook: Ill, badly made, substandard. 
Crow Eater: Resident of South Australia. 
Cut lunch: Sandwiches. 

D
Dag, daggy: Dirty lump of wool at the back end of a sheep, also an affectionate or mildly abusive term for a socially inept person. 
Daks: Trousers. 
Damper: Bush loaf made from flour and water cooked in a camp oven. 
Dead horse: Tomato sauce. 
Deli: Delicatessen. Milk bar in South Australia and Western Australia. 
Dijeridu: Cylindrical musical instrument played usually by Aboriginal men. 
Dill: Idiot. 
Dillybag: Small bag to carry things.
Dinkie die: The whole truth. 
Dinkum, fair dinkum: Genuine or honest. 
Divvy van: Police divisional van. 
Do your nana: Lose your rag, spit the dummy, lose your temper. 
Dob In: To tell (an authority) on someone. 
Donk: Car or boat engine. 
Don't come the raw prawn: Don't try to fool me. 
Down south: The rest of Australia, according to someone north of Brisbane, Queensland. 
Drive the porcelain bus: Vomit. 
Dry, the: Dry season in the north. 
Drongo: Worthless or stupid person. 
Duco: Car paint. 
Dunny: Outdoor lavatory. 
Dunny budgies: Blow flies. 

E
Earbash: Non-stop talk. 
Eastern states: The rest of Australia, according to someone in Western Australia. 
Enzedder: New Zealander. 
Esky: Large insulated box for keeping beer etc. cold, (short for Eskimo box). 
Evo: Evening. 

F
Fair crack of the whip!: Fair go! 
Fair dinkum: Genuine or honest. 
Fair go: Give some a chance or an opportunity to do something. 
Financial: To be flush with cash. 
FJ: Most revered Holden car. 
Flake: Shark meat, used in fish and chips. 
Flaming: All-purpose intensifying adjective.
Flat out: As fast as possible. 
Floater: Meat pie floating in pea soup, viewed by Australians either as a great delicacy or as a great emetic. 
Flog: Sell; steal. 
Fossick: To hunt for gemstones. 
From arsehole to breakfast: All over the place. 
Furphy: A rumour or a false story. 

G
Galah: Noisy parrot, thus noisy idiot. 
Game: Brave. 
Gander: Have a look. 
Gaol: Australian and British variant spelling of 'jail'. 
Garbo: Garbage collector. 
G'day: A greeting. It is the Aussie way of saying good day. 
Gibber or gibby: Aboriginal word for stony desert. 
Give it away: Give up. 
Going 'troppo': Going tropical; laid-back and fun-loving; insane. 
Good oil: Accurate information. 
Good possie: Advantageous position. 
Good on ya!: Well done! 
Grazier: Large-scale sheep or cattle farmer. 
Grizzle: To complain. 
Grog: General term for alcohol. 
Grouse: Very good, unreal. 
Gum Sucker: Resident of Victoria. 
Gumtree: Eucalyptus. 
Gutzer: Some plans don't work out or to have an accident (to come a gutzer). 

H
Hire: To rent, as 'to hire a car'. 
His nibs: The boss. 
Homestead: Residance of a station (ranch or farm) owner or manager. 
Hooley: Wild party. 
Hoon: Idiot, hooligan, yahoo. 
Hooly-Dooly: An expression of surprise. 
Hotel: Sometimes means only a pub. 
How are ya?: Standard greeting. 
HQ: Second most revered Holden car. 
Hump: To carry. 

I
Icy-pole: Frozen lolly water or ice cream on a stick. 
Identity: Celebrity. 
In full feather: In fine health. 
In yer boot!: An expression of disagreement (archaic). 
It's a goer: Something that will definitely occur. 

J
Jack-in-the-box: Person who can't sit still. 
Jackaroo or Jillaroo: Trainee on a cattle station (ranch or farm). 
Jingoes!: Exclamation of wonder. 
Jocks: Men's or boys' underpants. 
Joe Bloggs: The average citizen. 
Joey: Baby kangaroo, still in the pouch. 
Journo: Journalist. 
Jumbuck: Sheep. 
Jumped-up: Full of self-importance; arrogant. 

K
Kafuffle: Argument. 
Kanga or kangaroo: Shoe. 
Keen as mustard: Enthusiastic. 
Kelpie: Sheep dog or cattle dog. 
Kerb: Alternative Australian and British spelling of 'curb'. 
Kerbside quiche: Vomit. 
Kick: To share or join in. 
Kick-in: to provide your share. The pot (kitty) is called the 'kick'. 
Kip: Sleep or nap. 
Kiwi: New Zealander. 
Knackers: Testicles (also love spuds, nuts, nads). 
Knock: To criticise. 
Knocker: One who criticises. 
Kombi: Multi-purpose van-like vehicle, often modified so the back seats were folded down to get a mattress in the back. 
Koori: Aborigine (mostly south of the Murray River). 

L
Lair: Layabout, hooligan. 
Lairise: To behave in a vulgar, flamboyant manner. 
Lamb-brained: Stupid. 
Lamington: Sponge cake cut into squares, covered in chocolate and coconut. 
Larrikin: Ruffian or hoodlum. 
Lay-by: To put a deposit on an article so a shop will hold it. 
Licensed: Legally permitted to sell alcoholic drinks. 
Like a bandicoot on a burnt ridge: Lonely and vulnerable. 
Liquid laugh: Vomit. 
Lob: Arrive. 
Lollies: Candy or sweets. 
Lolly: Money.


Loo: Lavatory or toilet. 
Lot: The whole thing. 
Lurk: Scheme (no negative connotation). 

M
Ma Stater: Resident of New South Wales. 
Mad: Crazy (seldom means anger). 
Mallee: Remote bushland of Victoria. 
Manchester: Household linen. 
Mate: This usually means a friend but it can be used to talk about or to anyone - even a total stranger. 
Matey with: Familiar or friendly with. 
Matilda: The belongings of a swagman, wrapped in a blanket or bedroll. 
Middy: 285 ml beer glass (New South Wales). 
Milk bar: Corner general store. 
Milko: Milkman. 
Mob: Group of person or things (not necessarily unruly). 
Mozzie: Mosquito. 
Mug: Either a fool or your face. 

N
Naff: Ridiculous, useless. 
Nana: Banana. 
Nark: Spoilsport. 
Narked: Annoyed. 
Neddies: Horses. 
Never-never: Desert region far away in the outback. 
Nick: To steal. 
Nick out: Go somewhere for short period of time. 
Nit: Fool or idiot. 
No hoper: Hopeless case. 
No shortage of oscar: To be flush with money. 
No worries!: Everything will be fine! 
Noise off: Speak loudly. 
North Island: Mainland Australia, according to someone in Tasmania. 
Northern summer: Summer in the Northern Hemisphere. 
Nulla-nulla: Wooden club used by Aborigines. 
Num-nums: Tasty food. 

O
Ocker: Uncultivated or boorish Australian. 
Off-sider: Assistant or partner. 
Oil: Information. 
On a good lurk: To have a good job. 
 Outback: The bush, or uncivilised uninhabited region. 
Oy!: An ocker's call; hey! 
Owyergoin: How are you going? Often used with 'G'day' and 'Mate'. 
 Oz: Australia, as in Oz-tralia. 

P
Packed out: Filled to capacity. 
Packet: Large some of money, an envelope. 
Paddock: Field or meadow. 
Pally: On friendly terms with. 
Paper yabber: Letter. 
Parcel: Package. 
 Pavement pizza: Vomit. 
 Pearler: Excellent. 
 Pester: Annoy or bother someone. 
Petrol: Gasoline. 
Piffle: Nonsense. 
Pinch: To arrest. 
 Pivot on: Consider. 
Plant the foot (to the floorboards): Drive fast. 
 Poddy dodger: Cattle rustler. Poddy calves are milk-fed but not by a cow. 
 Pom or Pommy: English person. 
 Postie: Postman. 
 Prang: Accident or crash. 
 Pub: Any hotel. A favourite meeting place of many Australians. 
Push: Group or gang of people, such as shearers. 
Putt-putt: Any small vehicle. 

Q
Q: Thank you (mumbled). 
 Quack: Doctor, especially if not very good. 
Quick smart: In a hurry. 
Quids: A lot of money. 

R
Rainbow sneeze: Vomit. 
Rapt: Delighted, enraptured. 
Ratbag: Someone who does not behave properly. 
Raw Prawn: A lie or a con job. 
 Reckon!: You bet! Absolutely! 
Rego: Registration, as in car rego. 
Ridgy-didge: Original, genuine. 
Ringer: Fast sheep shearer. 
Ripper: Good. 
Road train: Multi-trailered semi truck. Legal only in Northern Territory. 
Roo: Kangaroo. 
Roo bar: Metal rod on front of vehicles to protect against kangaroo strikes. 
 Rooted: Tired. 
Ropable: Very ill-tempered or angry. 
 Rubbish: To tease, as in 'to rubbish'. 
Rug up: Dress for warmth. 

S
Sack: To dismiss from a job. 
 Scallops: Fried potato cakes (Queensland and New South Wales), shellfish (elsewhere). 
Scheme: System or method (no negative connotation). 
School: Group of drinkers, each of whom buys a round. 
 Screamer: Noisy drunk. 
Scrub: Can be the same as the bush or it can mean areas in the country without many trees. 
 See you in the soup: See you around. 
 Septic: Disparaging term for an American ('septic tank' rhymes with 'Yank'). 
Session: Lengthy period of heavy drinking. 
Sheila: Female or woman. 
Shellacking: Complete defeat. 
 Shivoo: Rowdy party (archaic). 
Shonky: Unreliable. 
Shoot Through: To leave or disappear in a hurry. 
Shout: Pay for someone else, particularly a round of drinks. 
Shove off!: Go away! 
Shirty: To get upset or angry. 
Sickie: Day off work ill, or malingering. 
Silk shirt on a pig: Something wasted. 
Sink the boot: Go in hard. 
Skint: Broke. 
Skite: To boast. 
Slab: 24 cans (tinnies) of beer, shrink-wrapped as a unit. 
Slog: Hard work. 
Smoko: Smoke or tea break. 
Snag: Sausage. 
Sport: More general way to refer to someone rather than a mate. 
Spunky: Good-looking, attractive as in 'what a spunk'. 
Square off: Apologise and make reparations. 
Square up: Prepare to fight (as in boxing). 
Squatter: Large landowner who originally occupied land as a tenant of the government. 
 Station: Large farm or ranch. 
Sticky beak: Nosy person. 
 Strides: Daks, trousers. 
Strine: Australian slang ('Australian' spoken in strine). 
 Sunbake: Sunbathe. 
 Swag: Canvas-covered bedroll used in the outback. 
Swagman: Vagabond, rural tramp. 
 
T
Take away food: Take-out food. 
Tall poppies: Achievers, often a disparaging term. 
 Tea: evening meal. 
Technicolour yawn: Vomit. 
Tee up: Organise or arrange. 
Telly: The television. 
Thingo: Thing, whatchamacallit, whomajigger, hooza meebob, doo velacki, thingamajig. 
This arvo: This afternoon. 
Thongs: Rubber sandals, flip-flops 
Tinny: Can of beer. Also a small aluminium fishing dinghy (Northern Territory). 
Togs: Swimming costume (Queensland, Victoria). 
Too right!: Absolutely! 
 Trucky: Truck driver. 
 Tucker: Food. Australian schools call their canteens a 'tuckshop'. 
Twit: Fool or idiot. 
Two-pot screamer: Someone who can't hold his liquor. 
 
U
Underdaks: Underwear. 
uni-  university

 Up a gumtree: In a quandary. 
 Ute: Utility truck or vehicle. 

V
 Velvet: Highly profitable or advantageous. 

W
Waffle: Nonsense. 
Wag: To skip school or work. 
Walkabout: Lengthy walk away from it all. 
Wallaby track, on the: To wander from place to place in search of work (archaic). 
Waltz Matilda: To carry a swag. 
Weatherboard: Wooden house. 
 Whinge: Complain and carry on unnecessarily. 
Whomajigger: Term for person or thing whose actual name one can't remember. 
Willy-nilly: Small dust twister. Also, without thought. 
Wobbly: Disturbing, unpredictable behaviour, as in 'throw a wobbly'. 
 Wowser: Spoilsport or puritan. 

X
 
Y
 Yahoo: Noisy and unruly person. 
Yahooing: Boisterous behaviour. 
Yakka, yakker: Hard work, an Aboriginal term 
Yank: American. 
Yankee shout: A round of drinks in which everyone pays his own. Yank tank: An American car. 
Yobbo: Uncouth, aggressive person. 
Yonks: Ages, a long time. 
 

Z
 
Zeds: Pertaining to sleep (zzz).
