World History Reading Guide:  Chapter 2 Section1.  Start page 30.  Questions go in order.
1.  _________________ may be one of the most difficult artistic forms of early civilizations of us to find ________________________ of because the _______________ themselves leave no physical trace.  But in the ruins of __________________, the world’s first civilization, archaeologists have found both _____________________ ______________________ and ____________________ showing musicians.

2.  A number of early civilizations arose in the ________________ _________________, a region of the Middle East named for its ___________ _____________ and golden ____________ ______________>

The Fertile Crescent curves from the ___________________ __________ to the eastern coast of the _____________________ ___________.  Within this area is a region the Greeks named _________________________ which means “________________________________________.”

3.  Mesopotamia is the area of land between the _____________ and ____________________ rivers which flow from modern-day ___________________ through _______________ into the ______________ ____________.  Around ______________ BC, the world’s first civilization developed in southeastern Mesopotamia, in a region called _________________.

4.  Control of the _________________ and ____________________ was key to developments in Mesopotamia.  

5.  The Mesopotamian poem ________ ____________ _______ ____________________ describes a great flood that _____________________ the _______________.

6. Temple priests and royal officials organized villagers on projects such as building ______________ to hold back ___________________________ and ________________ ditches to carry water to fields.

7.  The Sumerians had few ________________ ____________________.  They lacked __________________ materials such as ________________ or _______________, so they built with _________________ and __________________.  They used clay to make __________________, which they shaped in wooden _______________ and dried in the sun.  

8.  The world’s first great cities were ____________ and _______________.

9.  __________________ brought riches to Sumer.  The Sumerians may have made the first __________________ vehicles.  Archaeologists have found goods from as far away as ______________ and _______________ in the rubble of Sumerian cities.

10.  Within a few hundred years of its beginning, Sumer included at least ___________ separate ____________ _____________.  In each city-state the ruler was responsible for maintaining the _________ _______________ and the ___________________ systems.  He led its _________________ in ____________, enforced its _________________, and employed ___________________ to collect ________________ and keep records.

11.  What is a “hierarchy?”

12.  In Sumer, the highest class included the ______________ ______________, leading _______________, and _____________ ______________.  A small middle class was made of lesser __________________, ___________________, _______________________, and ______________________.

13.  Turn to the dictionary in the back of the book.  Define “artisan:”

14.  The majority of people in Sumer were ________________ ________________, and they formed the _____________________ level of society.  Sumerians often owned _________________, most of which had been captured in ______________.  Some, though, _____________ themselves into slavery to pay their ________________.

15.  The role of ___________________ in Mesopotamia changed over time.  __________________ were highly honored in religious practices.  Women held a higher social standing in ______________ than in later civilizations.  Some rulers’ wives had _______________________ powers, and a number had learned _______________ and ______________.  They may have ______________________ property.

16.  The Sumerians were polytheistic.  What does that mean?

17.  Sumerian gods were thought to control every ________________ of life, especially the ___________ of _______________.  Sumerians believed the gods behaved like __________________ people- they ______________, _____________, _______________, and raised ___________________.  They favored ______________ and ________________, but also caused __________________ and _______________________.

18.  What did Sumerians believe their highest duty was?

What did that ensure?

19.  What is a ziggurat?

20.  Describe one Sumerian ritual:

What was the purpose of this ritual?

21. Did the Sumerians believe in an afterlife?

How did one character in The Epic of Gilgamesh describe the underworld?

22.  By _________________ bc, Sumerians had invented the earliest known ________________.  It was later called ____________________, from the latin word for “________________.”  Scribes wrote by making wedge-shaped marks on ______________ _____________.  Cuneiform grew out of a system of __________________ used to record ______________ brought to ______________ _____________________.  As their writing evolved, the Sumerians used it to record not only ___________________ exchanges but also ______________, ________________, _____________, and _________________ ____________________.

23.  Sumerian scribes had to go through _______________ of difficult __________________ to acquire their skills.  _____________________ was strict.  ________________ copying or ________________ could be punished by __________________.  Students who did well often learned about ______________, _____________________, and _____________________.

24.  Mesopotamian _________________________ were the first to associate many ________________________ with the shapes we know them today.  It was they who saw the ________ in the stars we call __________ and the __________________ in those we call ____________________.

25.  Beginning around ______________ bc, armies of conquering peoples swept across Mesopotamia and overwhelmed the __________________ city-states.  By __________ bc, the Sumerians had been replaced by other _____________________ and _______________.

26.  Newcomers to the region adopted many ______________ and ____________________ from the Sumerians.  The _______________________, _________________________, and __________________ adapted ___________________ so it could be used with their own languages.  

27.  Over the centuries, Sumerian scholars developed __________________ and __________________.  They recorded the movements of ______________________ and ___________.  They established a __________________ system based on ___________, dividing the hour into _________ ______________ and the _________________ into ___________ _____________.

28.  The ____________________ later built on this learning to develop basic _________________ and ____________________, to create accurate ____________________ and to predict ________________.

29.  In addition, Sumerian knowledge passed on to the _______________ and _________________.
