World History Reading Guide Chapter 2, section 2.  Start page 36, questions go in order.

1.  The Middle East became a vital ________________________ where __________________ and _____________________ met, clashed, and mingled.  Many of the beliefs and ideas of the ancient Middle East survived to shape our __________________ _________________.

2.  Again and again, _____________________ peoples or ambitious ___________________ descended on the rich cities of the __________________ ___________________.  While many invaders _________________ and ____________, many stayed to ___________, bringing ____________ and _____________________ to the region.

3.  About 2300 bc, __________________, the ruler of _____________, invaded and conquered the neighboring city-states of Sumer.  He continued to expand his territory, building the first _____________ in history.  He appointed ________________ rulers, each of whom served as ____________ of the land he oversaw.  

4.  After Sargon’s death, other invaders swept into the wide _______________ between the rivers, tumbling his _______________ into ____________.

5.  About 1790 bc, ________________________, king of _________________, brought much of Mesopotamia under the control of his empire.  His most long-lasting contribution was his publication of a set of _____________ known as _____________________ ____________.  Hammurabi wanted to make sure everyone knew the laws of his empire, so he had ___________________ carve nearly _________ laws on a stone pillar for all to see.  Hammurabi’s code was the first attempt by a ruler to _______________, or arrange and set down in writing all the ____________ that would govern a state.

6.  What does civil law deal with?  What are some examples?

7.  What were some rights and punishments for women in Hammurabi’s Code?

8.  What authority did husbands and fathers have under Babylonian law?  

Why did Babylonians give this power to men?

9.  What is criminal law?

What are some examples?

10.  What principle did Hammurabi’s Code follow?

Give an example.

11.  List 3 things other than the law code that Hammurabi did to unite his empire.

12.  How did he try to promote religious unity in his empire?  

What was the result?

13.  The __________________ pushed out of Asia Minor into Mesopotamia in about _____________ bc.  They brought with them the knowledge of how to extract ___________ from __________. 

14.  What were three advantages iron weapons had over copper and bronze?

15.  The ___________________, who lived on the upper ________________, also learned to forge __________ weapons.  They had established an ______________ by about 1350 bc.  By 1,100 bc they began expanding their empire across _____________________.  Over the course of 500 years, they earned a reputation for being among the most ___________________ warriors in history.

16.  What did one Assyrian ruler say about capturing Babylon?

17.  What were two things Assyrian rulers did to encourage a well-ordered society?

Give an example of Assyrian control of women.

18.  At ____________________, King ____________________ founded one of the world’s first _____________.  There he kept ______________________ tablets that he ordered scribes to collect from all over the _____________________ _________________.  Those tablets have offered modern scholars a wealth of information about the ancient _________________ _________________.

19.  How were the Assyrian armies overcome?

20.  King __________________________ re-established Babylon as an empire in 625 bc.  Bablylon quickly revived under its ______________________ and _____________________ 2nd king, _____________________________.  

21.  What were 3 modifications the Hittites made to the use of the horse-drawn chariot in combat?

22.  After a thousand years of the city facing decline, what did Nebuchadnezzar do?  

What was the result?

23.  Write three good sentences describing how Nebuchadnezzar improved the city of Babylon.  Be sure to mention the Ishtar Gate.

24.  The Babylonian Hanging Gardens are considered one of the “_____________________________ __________________________________.”  Have they ever been found? __________How did they build them?_________________________________________________Why did Nebuchadnezzar build them? _____________________________________________________________________________________

25.  In 539 bc, Babylon fell to the _________________ armies of ______________ the ___________.  He built the largest _______________ yet seen.  The Persian empire eventually included what present day countries?

26.  The real unification of the Persian empire was accomplished under the emperor _________ ______.  Name 4 good things Darius did for his empire.  

27.  What 2 things did Darius do to encourage trade?

28.  Define “barter economy-“

29.  Define “money economy-“

30.  Write 3 good sentences telling who Zoroaster was and what he did.

31.  Read Zoroaster’s description of the final judgment day on page 42.  Where does he say the righteous will go?__________________ Who does he say the last savior is?_________________

32.  The Phoenecians gained fame as both __________________ and __________________. They occupied a string of cities along the eastern Mediterranean coast, in the area that today is __________ and ________________.

33.  The Phoenecians made __________________ from coastal _____________.  From a tiny sea __________ they produced a widely admired ______________ __________ called ______________ ____________ after the city of ____________.

34.  The Phoenecians set up colonies from ____________ ____________ to ____________ and _________.  Define “colony-“

35.  What have historians called the Phoenecians?

Why?

36.  What was one of the most significant Phoenecian contribution to culture?

Define “alphabet-“

How is cuneiform different from the Phoenecian alphabet?

37.  Phoenecian traders developed an alphabetic system of _________ symbols that stood for ___________________ sounds.  Later the ______________ adapted it and added symbols for _____________.  From this came the ____________________ we use today.  
