World History Chapter 1 Sections 2 and 3 Reading Guide

Start Page 11.  Questions go in order.

1.  Scholars divide prehistory into 2 eras.  Name each era, tell both names they are called, and tell what years they cover.  

2.  Describe in 3-4 good sentences how early modern humans lived toward the end of the Old Stone Age.  Tell how they found food, the groups they lived in, how they survived, and the roles of men and women.  

3.  Use your brain on this one.  Think about it:  How did learning to build fires change the lives of early humans?  List at least 3 ways.  What did each of the changes you list allow people to do that they had not been able to do before fire?

4.  List 4 things that Stone Age man developed that we still use today.

5.  Why do some anthropologists think Old Stone Age people believed in life after death?

6.  Write 4 good sentences telling how learning to farm changed the lives of Stone Age man.

7.  Where and when was the dog domesticated?

Where and when were goats, sheep, and pigs domesticated?

Where and when were cattle domesticated?

Where and when were alpacas and llamas domesticated?

8.  Look at the drawing of Catalhuyuk on page 14.  Scholars think these people entered their houses through a hole in the roof.  Why do you think they did this?  If you lived in Catalhuyuk, what benefit would it to have your door in the roof instead of in the wall?

What similarities do you see between their houses and ours?  What rooms do we have in common with them?

9.  List three specific developments of people living in villages.

10.  Why were the earliest civilizations all situated near major rivers?

11.  Raising surpluses of food allowed farmers to do what two things?

What did this allow populations to do?

As populations expanded, what happened?

12.  Look at the map on page 18.  Which river was the Egyptian civilization founded on?

The Sumerian civilization was founded on what 2 rivers?

Name the 3 rivers of the Shang Chinese civilization.

13.  Where did the first civilizations in the Americas develop?

How did people survive there?

14.  What are 7 major features of early civilizations?

15.  Write 2-3 good sentences telling the ways that  well-organized central governments helped early cities.

16.  Write 3 good sentences describing the religions of ancient people.  

17.  How were people ranked in ancient cities?

List and describe the social classes that developed.  

18.  What were 4 public works projects strong rulers ordered?

19.  Some of the first writing systems were used where?  By whom?  For what purpose?

20.  Records for priests and rulers were kept by what group?

Only a few societies permitted ____________________ to become scribes, an occupation that could lead to _______________________ _________________.

21.  What is an empire?

22.  What were good things and bad things about empires?
