US Honors 4th 6  Weeks Project

American Political Parties

This project will concern itself with the many political parties of the United States. It will be composed of two main parts: The 5 largest parties; and 5 other, smaller parties.

Part I: The Big 5

In this section you will examine the Republican, Democrat, Libertarian, Reform, and Green Parties of the US. Here is what you will need for each:

A 10 Sentence description of the history of the party, with emphasis on who started it, when, and why.

A 10 sentence description of the modern beliefs (or platform) of the party.

(YOU MUST BE UNBIASED, WHETHER YOU LIKE THE PARTY OR NOT.)

A list and description of the last few Presidential candidates they have nominated, and the number of votes (or percentage) they received.

A colorful, clever-campaign poster for one of the candidates mentioned. The poster must be at least 8 ½ inches by 14 inches, but make it as big as you would like. 1/2 of a poster board would work nicely. Make it interesting, not snide. Your poster must be in favor of some candidate, not against any specific candidate party. The poster must contain the candidate’s name, the party name, and at least 3 things the party stands for.

Part 2: The Smaller 5

In this section you will look at 5 of the many smaller parties of the US. There are many, so pick any 5 you want to examine. Here is a list of some parties you can use: (you can use others)

            Constitution Party                    Peace & Freedom Party

      American Patriot Party            Communist party

     Christian Freedom Party          Socialist Party     

    Here is the information you will need for each:

1. A 6 sentence description of the history with emphasis on who started it, when and why.

2. A 6 sentence description of the beliefs (or platform) of the party.

3. A list of any candidates they have nominated for any office, especially President. *****Note***** I realize some of these parties haven’t actually nominated people for President in recent years, therefore you are allowed to use ONE party that hasn’t nominated a candidate (but only one.)

4. A colorful, clever campaign poster for one of the candidates mentioned. The poster must be at least 8 ½ inches by 14 inches, but make it as big as you would like. ½ of a poster board would work nicely. Make it interesting, not snide. Your poster must be in favor of some candidate, not against any specific candidate or party. There should be nothing racist, hateful, or discriminatory in the slightest about these posters. Be careful of the party you choose to do a poster for. The poster must contain the candidate’s name, the party name, and at least 3 things the party stands for.

     Part 3: Conclusion

In this section you must write 10 good sentences describing what you have learned from this project. Be specific, and don’t be skimpy or snide.

                ***************Grading****************

Your project will be graded on the following guidelines:

1. Detailed descriptions that fulfill all requirements: 40 points

2. Quality, interest and creativity of posters: 15 points each (total 30 points)

3. Conclusion: 15 points

4. Precision of the following directions: 15 points

This project will count for TWO test grades, and must be turned in exactly 3 school days before the end of the 6 weeks, not before or after. No late work will be accepted.

