The Watergate Scandal

Republican Richard M. Nixon was elected President in 1968. He served for four years.  As the election of 1972 approached, President Nixon became more and more fearful of losing the election.  Secretly, he sent a group of five men into the Democratic Party’s headquarters at the Watergate Hotel in Washington DC.  The men planned to steal the Democratic Party’s campaign plans, and to bug the office phones so they could listen in to Democratic conversations.  The spies were part of a group called the Committee to Reelect the President (CRP.)  John Mitchell, Nixon’s Attorney General, was the CRP’s director.  The break in was planned by G Gordon Liddy and E Howard Hunt.
A guard at the Watergate Hotel caught the spies breaking into the Democratic HQ.  Two reporters for the Washington Post kept on the story.  Their names were Woodward and Bernstein.  They wrote a series of articles showing that several of President Nixon’s men were involved in the break in and the cover up that followed.  The men involved were HR Haldeman, Nixon’s Chief of Staff, John Ehrlichman, Nixon’s Chief Domestic Advisor, John N Mitchell, Nixon’s Attorney General, and John  Dean, Nixon’s Presidential Counsel.  

In a series of hearings, Tennessee Senator Howard Baker forced John Dean to admit the President had planned the break in.  Nixon won the election anyway, but hounded by accusations, he resigned from the Presidency in 1974, making his Vice-President, Gerald Ford officially President.  Ford later pardoned Nixon from prosecution.  

NAFTA
President Bill Clinton championed the North American Free Trade Agreement, called NAFTA in 1994.  This agreement wiped out trade barriers between the US, Canada, and Mexico.  That means the countries did not have to pay taxes to sell or buy goods from each other.  This encouraged all three countries to trade more with each other, and less with other countries. 

On the good side, trade increased dramatically between Canada, Mexico, and the US.  American businesses built factories in Mexico, where labor costs were low, decreasing the prices of goods.  Then, those US businesses were able to sell the cheaper products in Canada without paying additional taxes, or tariffs.  

On the bad side, many US businesses moved to Mexico, leaving many Americans unemployed.  Also, the factories built in Mexico paid very low wages, and were not nearly as environmentally friendly as US factories.  

The debate continues today.  

Watergate
1.  Who was the President who was responsible for the Watergate Scandal?

2.  What is the Watergate Scandal named after?

3.  What was the name of the group that the spies were part of?

4.  Who was the leader of that group?



What was his job under Pres. Nixon?

5.  Who planned the break in?

6.  Who were the reporters that broke the Watergate story?



What newspaper did they work for?

7.  List 8 people that were part of the planning and carrying out of the Watergate break in.

8.  Which TN Senator forced Nixon’s men to admit their involvement?

9.  What was Nixon forced to do?

10.  Why didn’t Nixon go to jail?

NAFTA

1.  What does NAFTA stand for?

2. Which US President pushed for NAFTA?

3.  What did the NAFTA agreement do?

4. The NAFTA agreement meant that the US, Canada, and Mexico did not have to ________________ __________________________________________________________________________________

5.  What were a couple of good things about NAFTA?

6.  What was bad about NAFTA?
