Name _________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 15 Reading Study Guide -- World Geography

1. Russia and the Republics occupy approximately ___________ times the land area of the United States.

2.  The Northern European Plain is an extensive ______________________ area.  It stretches for over 1,000 miles from the western border of Russia and the Republics to the ______________ Mountains.

3.  ___________________, or black earth is abundant on the Northern European Plain.

4.  Nearly ________ percent of the region’s 290 million people live on this plain.  Three of the region’s largest cities are located there:  ______________, _____________________, and _________.

5.  The Ural Mountains separate _____ _____________ _______________ _____ _________ _____________________ __________________.

6.  Some consider Europe and Asia to be a single continent called _______________.

7.  The Kamchatka Penninsula alone contains _______ volcanoes, _____ of which are still active.

8.  The ________________ Mountains form the bortder between Russia nd _____________________ -- a region that consists of the republics of Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia.

9.  ____________ _________ is a region that includes the republics of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.

10.  The ______________ River is the longest river on the European continent.

11.  Lake ____________ stretches for 400 miles and is the deepest lake in the world.

12.  Russia’s vast __________ hold one-fifth of the world’s timber resources.  And the region’s powerful rivers make it one of the world’s largest producers of _____________________ power.

13.  __________________ is the part of Russia that is located on the continent of Asia.

14.  Russia’s enormous size has a major effect on its _______________.  Much of the region is hundreds of miles from the moderating influence of the ______.  The effect of this distance on climate is called __________________.

15.  Distance from the ____________ affects the amount of _________________________ the region gets, as well as its ________________________________.  Most of the region’s ____________________________ comes from the _________________________ ________________.

16.  In Siberia, average monthly temperatures rarely exceed ______________ and sometimes drop below ___________.

17.  Siberians use ______________ ________________and ________________ as ____________for part of the year.  Temperatures are so constantly low that the region is covered by a layer of permanently frozen _________________ called ____________________.  This layer can reach a depth of __________________ feet.  

18.  In _________________________, moist air from the Mediterranean Sea contributes to a __________________ climate zone.  The region’s ________________ _____________- were a favorite destination of _________________ until ________________ conflict made traveling there dangerous.  

19.  What are the four major vegetation regions of Russia and the Republics?

20.  Where is the tundra region of Russia and the Republics?

What are 4 vegetation types that exist in the tundra?

21.  What is the taiga?

What kind of trees are in the taiga?

Name 6 animals that make their home in the taiga.

22.  The ___________________ is the name of the temperate _____________________ that extends from southern ____________________ through northern ________________________ to the ______________ mountains.

The highly fertile _____________________ soil is found in the steppe and helps to make the ___________________ a major source of ______________.

23.  ___________________ and ____________________ lands occupy the wide plains in the west and ______________ areas of Central Asia.  The two main deserts are the _____________ __________ which covers most of the republic of _____________________________, and the _______________ __________ which is located in western _____________________________.  Together the two deserts occupy an area  of about __________________ square miles.  

24.  Between 1960 and the present, the ______________ Sea lost about _________ percent of its water.  It now receives most of its water from two rivers, the ____________ ____________ and the __________ ___________.  Large scale __________________________ projects, such as the 850 mile long _____________ __________ canal, took so much water from the rivers that the flow of water into the Aral slowed to a ____________________.  The sea began to ___________________.

25.  More than ________ ______________ people make their homes in Siberia.  Scientists have recorded the most _____________________ temperatures on earth in Siberia.  In the city of _____________________, temperatures have ranged from _____________ in the winter to ___________ in the summer-  a span of ____________ degrees.  

26.  The change of seasons causes ice and snow to melt, which leaves _____________ of ______________ that become breeding grounds for _________________________ and _________ _____________.  Enormous ______________ __________________ of insects are attacking Siberia’s residents.

27.  Permafrost makes the ground __________ _____________.  However a ________________ building will thaw the permafrost.  As the ground thaws, buildings ____________, ____________, and eventually ______________ ___________.  To prevent such problems, builders raise their structures a few feet off the ground on __________________ _____________.

28.  In the spring of 1812, the armies of the _______________ leader __________________ ________________ marched to Moscow.  He had no choice but to retreat during the bitter Russian __________________.  He left Moscow with ______________ troops.  By the time he arrived back in _____________, the cruel Russian winter had helped to kill more than _________________.

29.  Name the railroad that links Moscow to Vladivostok.

What distance does this railroad cover?

Why did Russian officials build this railroad?  

What 2 resources started to pour out of Siberia?
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