Ancient History Reading Guide Chapter 12:  Start page 368, questions go in order.  

1.  In the late 600s, ________ _____________ became the only _______________ to rule _______________ in her own _____________.  Her ________________ rule helped guide China through one of its most ____________________ periods.  At a time when _________________ was fragmented into many small ________________ ___________________, two powerful dynasties- the ____________ and the _____________- restored ______________ in China.  

2.  When did the Han dynasty collapse?

What happened after the Han collapse?

3.  Farm production ___________________ and _________________ slowly improved.  __________________ spread, while learning and the ____________ continued to _________________.  Even Chinese _____________ _________________.

4.  What happened to northern China?

What happened in the South?

Who reunited the north and the south?

When was China restored to its former glory?

5.  Who was the first Tang emperor?

What did his 16 year old son urge him to do?

What happened 8 years later?

What name did he take?

6.  Give 4 reasons why Tang Taizong became China’s most admired emperor.

7.  What happens in a “tribute state?”

What were 3 places that were tribute states to China?

8.  What 3 things did foreign students travel to China to learn?

9.  Tang rulers, such as Empress ________ ____________, helped restore the ___________ system of _______________ ______________________ throughout China.  They rebuilt the _______________________ and enlarged the _____________ _______________ _____________ to recruit talented officials trained in _______________________ ____________________.  They also set up _______________ to prepare _______________ _______________ for the exams and developed a __________________ new _________ _______________.

10.  How did Tang rulers institute land reform?

What 2 things did this policy do, and how did it do them?

11.  What 5 things contributed to the downward swing of the dynastic cycle?

12.  Name 6 things the Chinese invented or innovated.

13.  Who founded the Song dynasty?                             

What was the year?

How long did the Song rule?

What threat did the Song face?

Who attacked and overthrew the Song?




What was the time period?

14.  List 5 things that show the Song period was a time of great achievement.

15.  What 2 rivers did the Grand Canal link?

What was the result?

16.  To improve trade, what did the Chinese government do?

17.  Under the _______________ and ___________ China was a __________ ______________ society.  At its head was the _____________________, whose court was filed with _________________________ families.  The court supervised a huge __________________________, from which officials fanned out to every part of _______________.  China’s two main social classes were the _______________ and the __________________.  As in previous dynasties, the _______________ ________________ class formed the top stratum of society.  Most _______________ ___________________ at court came from the _________________, or __________________ ____________________ class.  They alone could afford to spend years studying to pass the ________ _____________ __________.  They valued __________________ more than ______________ ___________.  

18.  Most Chinese were ________________ who worked the land, living on what they ______________.     _____________ and _______________ were constant threats, but new ______________ and _____________ did improve the lives of many ____________________.  What things did peasants make to trade?

What did they trade for?

19.  Peasants relied on ___________ _________________ rather than the ____________________.  Peasants could rise up in society through what 2 things?

Did the Chinese have slaves?

20.  In market towns, some merchants acquired _____________, but they had an even ______________ social _______________ than __________________ since their riches came from the ______________ of others.  

21.  Women had higher status in _______________ and early ____________ times than they did later.  Within the home, women were called upon to run ______________ ______________.  A man’s ___________ and his ______________ had great ____________________, managing ________________ and _____________ _________________.  Still, families valued ___________ more than _____________.  When a young woman married, she became a part of her husband’s _________________.  She could not keep her _________________, the payment that a woman brings to a ____________________, and could never _________________.  

22.  Write 3-5 sentences telling about the tradition of foot binding.  Answer these questions:  what was it?  How was it done?  Who did it happen to?  What problems did it cause for the women?

23.  What were 3 essential skills of the scholar-gentry?

What did artists seek in these crafts?

What dominated Chinese landscapes?

24.  What is a pagoda?

25.  Among the gentry, what was the most respected form of literature?

Who was the greatest Tang poet?

26.  The _________________ were a _______________ people who grazed their ______________ on the ________________, or vast, treeless ________________ of _______________ ____________.  Rival ___________ ______________ spent much of their time ________________ with one another.  In the early 1200s, however, a brilliant mongol _______________ united these warring tribes.  He took the name __________________ _____________, meaning “__________________ ___________.”  Under his leadership, Mongol forces conquered a vast _________________ that stretched from the ___________________ ____________ to _______________ _______________.  

27.  What did Genghis Khan impose and demand?

28.  What are four ways you could describe the Mongol armies?

29.  What problem did the Mongols encounter when they turned on China?

30.  What did the Mongols allow once conquest was complete?

31.  What was the Pax Mongolica, or Mongol Peace?

32.  What were 2 trade goods that flowed from China to Europe under the Mongols?

33.  Name the Mongol ruler who toppled the Song dynasty and ruled all of China.  

Who was he to Genghis Khan?

34.  What was Genghis Khan originally called?

35.  What was Kublai’s name for his Chinese dynasty?

36.  The _________________ merchant ______________ ____________ was one of many visitors to China during the ___________ dynasty.  Although there is some debate as to whether  ____________ __________ reached China, most historians agree that he did reach ______________ (___________________ _______________).  He spent _________ years in Kublai’s service.  

37.  When did Kublai Khan die?

What happened to the Yuan dynasty after that?

38.  Who founded the Ming dynasty?

What was the year?

What does that name mean?

39.  Name four things that helped Ming farmers grow more crops.  

40.  List the places Zheng He explored between 1405 and 1433.  

What did he import?

What did these voyages show?

41.  List two reasons China may have abandoned its explorations.  

42.  Look at the map on page 380.  Answer these questions:

What innovation did Mongol troops come up with?

What Mongol invention made them better horsemen?

At what Italian city did Marco Polo’s journeys begin?

At what Chinese city did he go the furthest east?

Use your brain:  why would it be quicker and more comfortable to take the southern route shown on the map?

